
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRESSWIND NEIGHBORHOOD THEATRE NEWSLETTER                  

 

IN THIS EDITION… 
 

• Isn’t theatre just theatre? Read on! 

• What is a production designer and why are they needed? More in this edition. 

• Our guest in “10 Questions” is Julie Edmondson…what role is she dying to 

play? You need to read to find out! 

• There are a TON of productions being mounted in November (and December). 

Check out this edition and SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL PERFORMERS! 

UPCOMING CPAC THINGS: 

The holidays would not be the same 

without the HOLIDAY MUSIC 

CELEBRATION put on by the 

Community Chorus under the 

leadership of Chuck Bridwell. 

The dates for this year are 

December 9-12. Tickets go on sale 

soon so keep an eye on your Daily 

Update for more information! 

 

 

UPCOMING CNT PRODUTION: 

THANK YOU CRESSWIND for 

selling out this show! 

MURDER IN THE AIR  

by Peg Sheldrick 

Directed by: 

Scott Larson 

November 17-20 

NOVEMBER 17 start time is 7PM 

November 18-20 start time is 6PM 

We look forward to seeing you 

there. Get ready to put your 

detective hat on to figure out 

“WHODUNIT!” 

CONTACT US: 

The Cresswind Neighborhood 

Theatre is made up of residents 

that love the performing arts. 

Have a question or want to get 

involved? Check out our website 

at cresswindpa.com 

The theatre group can              

always      be contacted at 

cresswindtheatre@gmail.com 

The Cresswind Performing Arts 

Club (CPAC) can be contacted at 

performingartscresswind@gmail.

com. 

You can always get this 

information in our club binder in 

the clubhouse. Several ways to 

keep in touch 

VOLUME 1 

No. 7 

NOV 

2021 

mailto:cresswindtheatre@gmail.com
mailto:performingartscresswind@gmail.com
mailto:performingartscresswind@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

There is DRAMA and COMEDY…but are those the only types of shows? 

Read on to find out!  
 

Drama 

Drama is the specific mode of fiction represented in performance. The term comes from 
a Greek word meaning "action." The enactment of drama in theatre, performed by actors on 
a stage before an audience, presupposes collaborative modes of production and 
a collective form of reception. The structure of dramatic texts, unlike other forms of literature, is 
directly influenced by this collaborative production and collective reception. The early 
modern tragedy Hamlet  by Shakespeare and the classical Athenian tragedy Oedipus 
Rex by Sophocles are among the masterpieces of the art of drama. A modern example is Long 
Day's Journey into Night by Eugene O'Neill. 

Considered as a genre of poetry in general, the dramatic mode has been contrasted with 
the epic and the lyrical modes ever since Aristotle's Poetics—the earliest work of dramatic 
theory. The use of "drama" in the narrow sense to designate a specific type of play dates from 
the 19th century. Drama in this sense refers to a play that is neither a comedy nor a tragedy—
for example, Zola's Thérèse Raquin (1873) or Chekhov's Ivanov (1887). In Ancient Greece 
however, the word drama encompassed all theatrical plays, tragic, comic, or anything in 
between. 

Drama is often combined with music and dance: the drama in opera is generally sung 
throughout; musicals generally include both spoken dialogue and songs; and some forms of 
drama have incidental music or musical accompaniment underscoring the dialogue. In certain 
periods of history (the ancient Roman and modern Romantic) some dramas have been written 
to be read rather than performed. In improvisation, the drama does not pre-exist the moment of 
performance; performers devise a dramatic script spontaneously before an audience. 
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Musical Theatre 

 

Music and theatre have had a close relationship since ancient times—Athenian tragedy, 
for example, was a form of dance-drama that employed a chorus whose parts were 
sung (to the accompaniment of an aulos—an instrument comparable to the 
modern clarinet), as were some of the actors' responses and their 'solo songs' 
(monodies). 

Modern musical theatre is a form of theatre that also combines music, spoken dialogue, 
and dance. It emerged from comic opera (especially Gilbert and 
Sullivan), variety, vaudeville, and music hall genres of the late 19th and early 20th 
century. After the Edwardian musical comedy that began in the 1890s, the Princess 
Theatre musicals of the early 20th century, and comedies in the 1920s and 1930s (such 
as the works of Rodgers and Hammerstein), with Oklahoma! (1943), musicals moved in 
a more dramatic direction.  Famous musicals over the subsequent decades included My 
Fair Lady (1956), West Side Story (1957), The Fantasticks (1960), Hair (1967), A 
Chorus Line (1975), Les Misérables (1980), Cats (1981), Into the Woods (1986), 
and The Phantom of the Opera (1986), as well as more contemporary hits 
including Rent (1994), The Lion King (1997), Wicked (2003), Hamilton (2015) 
and Frozen (2018). 

Musical theatre may be produced on an intimate scale Off-Broadway, in regional 
theatres, and elsewhere, but it often includes spectacle. For 
instance, Broadway and West End musicals often include lavish costumes and sets 
supported by multimillion-dollar budgets. 
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Comedy 

Theatre productions that use humor as a vehicle to tell a story qualify as comedies. This 
may include a modern farce such as Boeing Boeing or a classical play such as As You 
Like It. Theatre expressing bleak, controversial or taboo subject matter in a deliberately 
humorous way is referred to as black comedy. Black Comedy can have several genres 
like slapstick humor, dark and sarcastic comedy. 

Black comedy, also known as black humor, dark humor, dark comedy, morbid 
humor, edgy humor, or gallows humor, is a style of comedy that makes light of subject 
matter that is generally considered taboo, particularly subjects that are normally 
considered serious or painful to discuss. Writers and comedians often use it as a tool for 
exploring vulgar issues by provoking discomfort, serious thought, and amusement for 
their audience. Thus, in fiction, for example, the term black comedy can also refer to a 
genre in which dark humor is a core component. Popular themes of the genre 
include death, crime, poverty, suicide, war, violence, discrimination, disease, racism,     
sexism, and human sexuality. 

Black comedy differs from both blue comedy—which focuses more on crude topics such 
as nudity, sex, and bodily fluids—and from straightforward obscenity. Whereas the 
term black comedy is a relatively broad term covering humor relating to many serious 
subjects, gallows humor tends to be used more specifically in relation to death, or 
situations that are reminiscent of dying. Black humor can occasionally be related to 
the grotesque genre. Literary critics have associated black comedy and black humor 
with authors as early as the ancient Greeks with Aristophanes. 

Slapstick is a style of humor involving exaggerated physical activity that exceeds the 
boundaries of normal physical comedy. Slapstick may involve both intentional violence 
and violence by mishap, often resulting from inept use of props such as saws and 
ladders.  

The term arises from a device developed for use in the broad, physical comedy style 
known as commedia dell'arte in 16th-century Italy. The "slap stick" consists of two thin 
slats of wood, which make a "slap" when striking another actor, with little force needed 
to make a loud—and comical—sound. The physical slap stick remains a key component 
of the plot in the traditional and popular Punch and Judy puppet show. 
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Tragedy 
 

Tragedy, then, is an imitation of an action that is serious, complete, and of a certain 
magnitude: in language embellished with each kind of artistic ornament, the several 
kinds being found in separate parts of the play; in the form of action, not of narrative; 
through pity and fear effecting the proper purgation of these emotions.  

Aristotle's phrase "several kinds being found in separate parts of the play" is a reference 
to the structural origins of drama. In it the spoken parts were written in the Attic 
dialect whereas the choral (recited or sung) ones in the Doric dialect, these 
discrepancies reflecting the differing religious origins and poetic meters of the parts that 
were fused into a new entity, the theatrical drama. 

Tragedy refers to a specific tradition of drama that has played a unique and important 
role historically in the self-definition of Western civilization. That tradition has been 
multiple and discontinuous, yet the term has often been used to invoke a powerful effect 
of cultural identity and historical continuity—"the Greeks and the Elizabethans, in one 
cultural form; Hellenes and Christians, in a common activity," as Raymond Williams puts 
it. From its obscure origins in the theatres of Athens 2,500 years ago, from which there 
survives only a fraction of the work of Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides, through its 
singular articulations in the works of Shakespeare, Lope de Vega, Racine, and Schiller, 
to the more recent naturalistic tragedy of Strindberg, Beckett's modernist meditations on 
death, loss and suffering, and Müller's postmodernist reworkings of the tragic canon, 
tragedy has remained an important site of cultural experimentation, negotiation, 
struggle, and change. In the wake of Aristotle's Poetics (335 BCE), tragedy has been 
used to make genre distinctions, whether at the scale of poetry in general (where the 
tragic divides against epic and lyric) or at the scale of the drama (where tragedy is 
opposed to comedy). In the modern era, tragedy has also been defined against 
drama, melodrama, the tragicomic, and epic theatre. 
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Improvisation 

Improvisation has been a consistent feature of theatre, with the Commedia dell'arte in 
the sixteenth century being recognized as the first improvisation form. Popularized by 
Nobel Prize Winner Dario Fo and troupes such as the Upright Citizens 
Brigade improvisational theatre continues to evolve with many different streams and 
philosophies.  

Keith Johnstone and Viola Spolin are recognized as the first teachers of improvisation in 
modern times, with Johnstone exploring improvisation as an alternative to scripted 
theatre and Spolin and her successors exploring improvisation principally as a tool for 
developing dramatic work or skills or as a form for situational comedy. Spolin also 
became interested in how the process of learning improvisation was applicable to the 
development of human potential. Spolin's son, Paul Sills popularized improvisational 
theatre as a theatrical art form when he founded, as its first director, The Second City in 
Chicago. 

Improvisational theatre exists in performance as a range of styles of improvisational 
comedy as well as some non-comedic theatrical performances. It is sometimes used in 
film and television, both to develop characters and scripts and occasionally as part of 
the final product. 

Improvisational techniques are often used extensively in drama programs to train actors 
for stage, film, and television and can be an important part of the rehearsal process. 
However, the skills and processes of improvisation are also used outside the context of 
performing arts. This practice, known as applied improvisation, is used in classrooms as 
an educational tool and in businesses as a way to develop communication skills, 
creative problem solving, and supportive team-work abilities that are used by 
improvisational, ensemble players. It is sometimes used in psychotherapy as a tool to 
gain insight into a person's thoughts, feelings, and relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: Wikipedia 

“Acting is the ability to live truthfully under imaginary circumstances.” 
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Whether on stage or on film there needs to be a production designer to make the 
production ‘feel’ appropriate to the writer’s script. BUT…what is a production 
designer and what do they do? 

In stage, film and television, the production designer is the individual responsible for 
the overall aesthetic of the story. The production design gives the viewers a sense of 
the time period, the plot location, and character actions and feelings. Working directly 
with the director, cinematographer, and producer, production designers have a key 
creative role in the creation of stage plays, motion pictures and television. The 
term production designer was coined by William Cameron Menzies while he was 
working on the film Gone with the Wind. Production designers are commonly confused 
with art directors as the roles have similar responsibilities. Production designers decide 
the visual concept and deal with the many and varied logistics of filmmaking including, 
schedules, budgets, and staffing. Art directors manage the process of making the 
visuals, which is done by concept artists, graphic designers, set designers, costume 
designers, lighting designers, etc. The production designer and the art director lead a 
team of individuals to assist with the visual component of the film or stage production. 
Depending on the size of the production the rest of the team can include set decorators, 
buyers, dressers, runners, graphic designers, drafts people, props makers, and set 
builders. 

Process 

1. The production designer will read the script and allocate categories based 
on the required visual components such as interior, exterior, location, 
graphic, vehicles, etc. Discussion with the director is essential in the 
beginning of the production design process. In this discussion, the 
production designer will clarify the approach and focus required for the 
visual design of each scene. 

2. The production designer will move to researching which is important in 
every design process. They will use mood board which consists of 
images, sketches, inspiration, color swatches, photos, textiles, etc. that 
help with the ideation. Learning about the time period, the place and the 
culture also assists with coming up with an idea. Moreover, the PD has to 
plan to create a convincing space within a budget, therefore, it is 
important that the space can speak about the character or enhance the 
flow of the story, rather than being filled with unnecessary decoration. 

SPOTLIGHT ON… 
PRODUCTION DESIGNER 
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Additionally, it also affects the location of filming, whether it is in a studio 
or at a specific location. 

The Importance of Production Design: 

Production design plays an essential role in storytelling, for instance, in the 
movie Titanic, when the characters Jack and Rose are in the cold water after the ship 
sank, we know that they are cold because of the setting: it is nighttime and there is ice 
on their hair. A more specific example is The Wizard of Oz, in which we know the story 
takes place on a farm because of the bale of hay Dorothy leans on and the animals 
around, as well as the typical wooden fence. In the scene in which Dorothy’s dog is 
taken away, we know that it happens in her aunt and uncle’s house, which adds more 
tension because her beloved friend, Toto is not killed, lost or kidnapped on the street, 
but is forced to leave by an outsider, Ms. Gulch, who enters Dorothy’s private and safe 
zone (her home). Jane Barnwell states that the place the characters exist in gives 
information about them and enhances the fluency of the narrative. Imagine Dorothy’s 
home was dirty and everyone in her house were dressed untidily, the viewer would have 
supported the outsider instead, perhaps thinking that the outsider in a way, rescued the 
dog from an unhealthy environment. Additionally, the characters’ clothing, especially 
that of Ms. Gulch, makes the description “own half the county” more reliable in 
portraying Ms. Gulch, and also supports the reason why Dorothy cannot rebel against 
Ms. Gulch by making the dog stay. However, this does not mean that the setting or 
costume should be extremely detailed and cluttered with information. The goal is to not 
let the viewer notice these elements, which, however, is how production design works. 
Jon Boorstin states in his book, Making Movies Work Thinking Like a Filmmaker, that 
the background, the camera motion or even the sound effect is considered well-done if 
the viewer does not notice their appearance. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO BE PART OF THE SHOW BUT NOT ON 

STAGE? 

We are always looking for people that want to be part of show biz! Let us know 

at cresswindtheatre@gmail. 

 

THE SHAPE OF WATER 
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1. How did you get started performing?  
My sister, brother and I would do “shows” for family and friends from the time I can 
remember, it usually involved singing and acting things out.  For me this led to plays 
and choral performances from elementary school through college. I began directing 
children’s theatre in high school and this was one of my first “paid gigs” in theatre.  
  

2. Isn’t scary to be on stage in front of all those people?  
I don’t find it scary anymore, I have an excited energy just before I go on stage, and 
then I’m in the zone and totally enjoy it.   
  

3. What shows have you performed in for CNT? What shows outside of CNT?  
CNT: Mama Don’t Fly (2018), Chorus and Chorale, Scene It I & II, Comedy Legends, 
Variety Show, and Murder in the Air (2021)  
Outside CNT: Multiple over past 50 years including Dinner Theatres in Myrtle Beach, 
SC, Lost Colony, Unto These Hills, cabarets, ensembles and theatre groups …...... lots of 
fun times.  
  

4. Do you have a favorite role?   
Truvy in “Steel Magnolias” and “Side by Side by Sondheim” (musical)  
  

5. What advice do you have for fellow Cresswinders that are thinking about trying out 
for a show but are hesitant?   
GO FOR IT..... this is a safe learning environment, very supportive directors and cast, it 
is an awesome way to get to know your neighbors and have FUN!  
  

In every newsletter we will focus on one 

member of the Cresswind 

Neighborhood Theatre by asking 10 

questions. This month’s focus is on… 

JULIE EDMONDSON 



6. What show or performance would you still like to do?  
“Pump Boys and Dinettes” has been on my bucket list for years.  

 

7. How long does it take you to memorize your part? How do you do it?  
It doesn’t come nearly as easily as it did when I had a younger brain!  Now, I record my 
lines on a small Sony device and listen to them over and over........ Walking, treadmill, 
doing housework, etc. Repetition is what is most helpful for me.  
  

8. What is the most embarrassing thing that every occurred during a performance? Have 
you ever missed an entrance?   
The heel of my show came off during a dance number, nails were sticking out and kept 
snagging the back of my dress every time I made a move backward. I had to keep 
dancing, singing and praying that my costume stayed on until I could get offstage.  
  

9. What do you do when you “go up” (forget) your lines during a scene?  
I stay in character and keep talking until it comes back to me.  
  

10. At the Pearly Gates, what would you like to hear God say when you arrive?  
Julie, you’ve been quite a character and I love you dearly!   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some Interesting facts about Broadway: 

• Broadway was earlier known as the GREAT WHITE WAY. The Theatre District was one 

of first streets in New York to be fully illuminated by white electric bulbs in the 

1890s, thus giving rise to the nickname “The Great White Way”. Ever since 1910, 

the Broadway Signage was illuminated with candescent bulbs as architects realized 

the advertising potential of dazzling lights, hence adding to the lights of the 

streets. 

Fun Fact: When the lights of Broadway were dimmed during WWI, public demand 

forced the government to increase the city’s coal ration to restore the lights.  

• Broadway is the longest street in NYC. Broadway runs for 33 whole miles, of which 18 

miles are not even within New York City limits! It begins from Lower Manhattan at 

Bowling Green and runs north to Bronx all the way to Albany (out of NY). It is one of the 

oldest North South thoroughfares in New York City and has roots traced back to the 

Native American times. The first written reference of the term Broadway on Maps was 

seen in 1700s. 

 

Fun Fact: During the Dutch settlement in America, the Broadway Street was called Brede 

weg. The name Broadway is the literal English translation of the earlier known Dutch 

name. 

 

• There is no “I” in Broadway.  There’s no ‘I’ in Broadway. And I’m not just referring to the 

word’s spelling. While rows A-H and J-Z are present, there isn't a row ‘I’. There were too 

many people getting disappointed when they realized their row ‘1’ was actually row ‘9’ 

so to avoid this confusion, the row was taken off. 

 

Fun Fact: This rule was imposed when people started flocking to the front seat with 

their “I” row ticket. Fights and disappointment followed. 

 

• Phantom of the Opera is the longest-running Broadway Show. The Phantom of the 

Opera opened in 1988 and is running on its fourth decade of stellar performance. 2018 

marks its 30th anniversary and in these 30 years, over 12,500 performances have been 

staged to 18 million people! Grab your tickets to see Andrew Lloyd Weber's masterpiece 

at The Majestic Theatre. 

 

https://www.headout.com/blog/broadway-new-york-theatre-guide/


Fun Fact: The box office revenues for Phantom of the Opera are higher than any film or 

stage play in history, including Titanic, ET, Star Wars and Avatar. 

 

• Phantom has changed 15 times in 30 years. 15 actors have played the role of the 

Phantom on Broadway in 30 years, with about 5 temporary replacements. Norm Lewis 

was the first African-American actor to perform the role of the Phantom on Broadway 

and Ali Ewoldt was the first Asian-American to be cast in the role of Christine on 

Broadway 

 

Fun Fact: Each actor playing the role of the Phantom gets a custom made mask. As of 

the show’s 29-year Broadway run, 300 masks have been custom-made. 

 

• Chicago is the second longest-running Broadway show. The original Chicago production 

opened in 1975 and ran for 936 performances. After the break in 1977, it was revived on 

Broadway and started running again in 1996. Chicago now ranks as Broadway’s longest 

running revival, having played in 24 countries in 12 languages. As of 2018, more than 

8,000 performances have been clocked in at Broadway. 

 

Fun Fact: Chicago is based on a real-life 1924 Windy City murder case that was 

transformed by reporter Maurine Watkins into a 1926 Broadway comedy. 

 

• Lion King is the highest-grossing Broadway show. Disney's Lion King is Broadway's 

biggest money-maker in history. In the 20 years it has run on Broadway, the show has 

grossed $1.4 billion, with an average of $2 million a week. It is also the first ever 

Broadway show to gross $1 billion dollars in revenue. You can catch this musical 

retelling of the 1994 Disney animated classic in Minksoff Theatre 

 

Fun Fact: Julie Taymor, the Director of The Lion King, became the first woman in 

Broadway history to win the Tony Award for Best Director of a Musical. 

 

• The first ever nude Broadway productions was Hair. Hair: The American Tribal Love-Rock 

Musical, a product of the hippie counterculture and sexual revolution of the late 1960s 

opened on Broadway in 1968 and ran for 1,750 performances. Though it had an off-

Broadway debut, its Broadway revival in 2009, earned strong reviews and the Tony 

Award and Drama Desk Award for Best Revival of a Musical. The most controversial 

element in the play was a brief nude scene with the entire cast that ended the first act. 

 

Fun Fact: Some of the songs from Hair's music score was in the Top 10 hits of the period 

and a feature film adaptation was released in 1979. 



• There are 41 Broadway theatres nit only 4 on Broadway. There are 41 Broadway 

Theatres in New York but despite the title, only 4 theatres are actually located on 

Broadway Street - The Winter Garden, The Roundabout, The Marquis, and The 

Broadway Theatre. In order to qualify as a Broadway theatre, the theatre must have 500 

seats and must be located between 40th St. to 54th St., and from West of 6th Ave. to 

East of Eighth Ave., including Times Square. The rest of the theaters that houses 

between 99 and 499 seats are called Off-Broadway. 

 

Fun Fact: Only Broadway theaters have been deemed eligible for the Tony Awards by 

the American Theater Wing and the Broadway League 

 

• The Tony Awards were pocket sized (literally) in the past. Tony Awards is the theatre 

equivalent of the Oscars and the very first Tony Awards was held back in 1947. For the 

first 2 years, the winners were not given statues as awards but pocket-sized awards 

along with scrolls. The men were given cigarette lighters and the women were given a 

make-up compact. 

Fun Fact: In 1947, you could buy a ticket to the Tonys for just $7. The success of the 

event shot up the prices to $10 in 1948. Today, it costs a whopping $2990 to purchase a 

ticket to the Tonys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

There are so many productions happening around us.  

Please support your fellow performers. 

Here is a (small) list for NOVEMBER 2021 

(Things are always changing so check their websites for the latest info.) 
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The world of CPAC includes: 

• Cresswind Neighborhood Theatre 

o Mainstage Productions 

o Scene It 

o Tribute to Comedy Legends 

• Cresswind Chorus 

• Variety Show 

• Liar’s Club 

• Storytelling Showcase 

• Neighborhood Bands 

• Theatre-Goers Book Club 

• Performing Arts Technical Team 

Want to get involved in any of these areas? Feel free to reach out to get more information. 

IF you are interested in getting involved with CNT, contact us at cresswindtheatre@gmail.com.  

If you are interested in any other area, you can email performingartscresswind@gmail.com 

Upcoming events 
from the world of 

CPAC 

Murder in the Air: Dinner Theatre—November 18-21 

Holiday Music Celebration—December 9-12 

Liars Club—January 20-22 

Spring Chorus Spectacular—April 28-May 1 

Savannah Sipping Society (CNT) – May 19-22 

Subject to change based on community and health guidelines. Check out the Daily Update or go to 

www.cresswindpa.com  for more information. 

mailto:performingartscresswind@gmail.com
http://www.cresswindpa.com/

